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I address two questions. One, what are we measuring in affective computing: Internal 
states or person x environment interactions? Too often we assume that we are in the 
business of “emotion” recognition.  I will argue instead that affect is relational and its 
indices best understood in the context of the individual’s or group’s strivings, goals, and 
dynamics.  I will emphasize novel measures of social behavior in individuals, dyads, and 
groups and give examples from our recent research in a variety of settings with both 
infants and adults.  The other question is how “good” our measures are. How would we 
know?  Comparing results between different studies or even within the same study is 
fraught with uncertainty.  We have many metrics from which to choose and we do. We 
make assumptions about ground truth that are open to question.  I will consider several 
issues:  Construct validity of ground truth, reliability, training set size, skew, and chance 
agreement.  Unless these are considered, meaningful comparisons between findings are 
not possible. 
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